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Why Study in 
Canada?
Studying in Canada has many benefits that 

will provide any student with the confidence 

and credentials to excel in their chosen 

career path. In addition, graduating from a 

Canadian university is highly recognized 

globally. Finally, it will be sure to ignite your 

dreams to go further!

Canada is a land of opportunity, of friendly 

people, and home to some of the most 

beautiful natural landscapes North America 

offers. Additionally, Canada offers one of 

the best qualities of life worldwide. Here 

are some great reasons why you should 

consider studying in Canada.

SECTION 1
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World-Class and
Leading Education System

Canada offers thousands of learning institutions for post-secondary education. With more than 15,000 programs to choose 

from, you’ll be sure to find the right one just for you! You can choose to enroll your child in highly reputable elementary and 

secondary school programs, from college to university degrees, at institutions offering top-notch learning environments 

and technologies.

If choosing bachelor or graduate programs, many universities in Canada are ranked amongst the best in the world. McGill 

University, University of British Columbia, Toronto University, and Queen’s University are some of the most prestigious 

Canadian institutions. One considerable fact about a Canadian university or college education is the low cost of studying 

and is much more affordable compared to other Western and European countries.

Section 1: Why Study in Canada?
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Diverse Communities

Canadian cities are amongst the most diverse globally, making Canada a multicultural destination that should not be 

ignored. Study in Canada and meet students from all nationalities from all around the world! Due to the large, diverse 

communities, studying in Canada is a great way to connect with people from different cultures and make your studies in 

Canada that more enriching! 

Here are some additional reasons that attribute why you should consider studying in Canada:

• Free and universal healthcare for all Canadians and permanent residents;

• G7 economy that provides a prosperous environment for business to succeed;

• Safe cities with low crime rates and strict gun control;

• The opportunity to access Citizenship and Canadian passport, which provides visa-free travel in more than 

180 countries worldwide.

Section 1: Why Study in Canada?
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What are the benefits of studying in 
Canada?
Studying in Canada has a list of benefits that will provide you with the confidence and highly recognized credentials 

worldwide. Here is a list of benefits of studying in Canada:

The cost of studying in Canada is considerably cheaper than in other countries.

1. Student visas are issued for the entire duration of your program.

2. You can work while studying to help reduce the cost of studying in Canada.

3. Gain invaluable work experience after graduating that qualifies you to apply for a work permit that allows you 
to work in Canada 3 years after graduation.

4. Eligible to stay permanently in Canada by applying for permanent residency

5. Lastly, apply for Canadian citizenship after meeting residency requirements.
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Canada’s public education system provides high-quality 

teaching from young learners to adults, which is well-funded 

and overseen by the Federal Government. Each province 

in Canada manages the school board districts; therefore, 

rules, fees, and requirements vary slightly from province to 

province. However, regardless of the provincial management, 

the federal government ensures the highest education 

standard for international students during their study abroad 

program. 

Canada’s education system is broken down into three levels. 

Those levels are:

1. Primary: Ages 4 - 14 years of age (Kindergarten 
to Grade 7)

2. Secondary: Ages 14 - 18 (Grade 8 - 12)

3. Post Secondary: Ages 18 years or older (College, 
Undergraduate, Postgraduate Studies)

SECTION 2

Canada’s Education 
System
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Canadian Educational Programs

Primary School (Kindergarten-Grade 7)

Within the Canadian school system, primary schools consist of the ages between 4-14 years old. As an international 

student studying in a primary school, there is a range of schools and programs available in each Canadian province to 

choose from.

Primary School Calendar and Hours

The school year in the primary Canadian education system usually starts in the first week of September and goes till the 

end of June. Class times in Canada are scheduled from Monday to Friday, with schools being closed on the weekends. 

Primary school hours are from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm, and they usually have a lunch break for an hour. Students also receive 

two 15 minute breaks in between classes to eat a snack and play.

Section 2: Canada’s Education System
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Secondary School (Grade 8 -12)

Within the Canadian school system, secondary school consists of the ages between 14-18 years old. International 

students studying in secondary school will receive high-quality education with a mix of local Canadian students and other 

international students.

Secondary School Calendar and Hours

Like the Canadian Primary school system, the school year for secondary school starts in the first week of September and 

goes until June. However, class times are shorter than in elementary school. They are scheduled between 8:30 am to 2:30 

pm from Monday to Friday with weekends off. In addition, Canada’s study abroad programs for secondary level shorten 

school hours to allow for extracurricular activities such as school sports, acting, and other campus activities. 

Available Language Programs

When selecting a primary or secondary school program, parents or guardians must consider sending their child to an 

English, French, or dual language institution during their study abroad program. Due to Canada’s two official languages, 

each province will offer the choice of one or both languages based on the parent or student’s preference.

Section 2: Canada’s Education System
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College and Vocational Training (2 - 3 

Years)

College programs in Canada tend to be shorter in 

length. Therefore, the cost of studying in Canada 

under a college or vocational program is often less 

expensive than studying at a Canadian university. 

Depending on the program chosen, a work-integrated 

learning environment can be included, which 

may provide students with an additional income 

during their studies. Some example programs that 

might consist of a paid work-integrated learning 

environment are:

• Welding

• Electrician

• Carpenter 

• Mechanical Engineering

• Chemical Engineering

• Civil Engineering

• Computer Engineering

• Environmental Technician

• Fire-Fighting

High-quality education is widely available in colleges 

and vocational programs throughout Canada. This 

also includes outside of the bigger cities, where 

students can find a lower cost of living. Therefore, 

regardless of whether you decide to study in one of 

the major cities, the cost of living is still much more 

affordable than in many big cities worldwide. 
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Undergraduate Studies (4 Years)

Choosing to study for a bachelor’s degree in Canada is a great choice! Students during their 4 years of study get to 

experience Canada’s beautiful landscape and build long-lasting friendships during their study period. In addition, Canada 

offers reputable programs in small and big cities, both of which provide high-quality education recognized globally. The 

age requirement to enroll in undergraduate studies, a student must be 18 years of age or old.

Postgraduate Studies (1 - 4 Years)

Postgraduate studies in Canada take anywhere from 1 - 4 years to complete, depending on if you enroll in a master’s or 

Ph.D. program. Therefore, registering in a Canadian graduate studies program is a smart investment that will provide an 

extra edge and competitiveness in the global market. The best part? The cost of studying in Canada for a master’s or Ph.D. 

program is very low cost and highly recognized around the globe. Thus, making it an appealing country for international 

students looking to access higher education. To enroll in postgraduate studies, a student must hold a recognized bachelor’s 

degree from a Canadian university or other educational institution.

Section 2: Canada’s Education System
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The Costs of 
Studying in Canada 
as an International 
Student

SECTION 3
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Primary and Secondary School

To provide a general cost of studying in Canada at the primary and secondary school level, we have compiled a list of fees 

for each Canadian province and the school boards for international students. Note that medical insurance is compulsory 

for international students to study in Canada. However, each province has its own sets of policies that either include or do 

not include emergency medical insurance within their annual tuition.

(Kindergarten-Grade 12)

The table below shows the costs of studying in Canada as an international student based on some provincial school 

boards. Fees apply to both primary and secondary school education. 

Additional Fees

Each school may have its own set of additional fees to be paid upfront or throughout the school year.

Below are some of the following items that may be applicable:
• School Books
• School Lunch
• Sports Teams
• School Field Trips
• Bus Transportation
• Travel Insurance. 

12
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College and Vocational Training (2 - 3 Years)

The cost of studying in Canada under a college or 

vocational training will vary greatly depending on the 

program and the location you decide on. Typically, 

college and vocational programs can range anywhere 

from CAD $2,000.00 - $18,000.00 per year for tuition. 

Although on average, the typical cost of studying a 

college or vocational program is approximately CAD 

$12,000.00. 

Suppose you happen to already have a good idea 

of which educational institution and program you 

wish to study at. In that case, we recommend using 

EduCanada to help narrow down the total cost of 

studies.
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Undergraduate Studies (4 Years)

Undergraduate programs in Canada vary significantly by location and type of program. 

If cost is a significant factor on where to study for undergraduate studies as an international student, in that case, we 

recommend first selecting a program that interests you.

Average Annual Tuition Fees by Field of Undergraduate Studies

Section 3: The Costs of Studying in Canada 
as an International Student

Average Annual Undergraduate Tuition Fees
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Annual Average Tuition Fee for International Students by Province

Undergraduate Studies (4 Years)

Once you have decided on the type of program, it will be much easier to explore which city and province best fit your 

lifestyle, cost of living, and budget.

Section 3: The Costs of Studying in Canada 
as an International Student

Average Tuition Fees for International Students by Province
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Postgraduate Studies (1 - 4 Years)

Postgraduate studies in Canada take anywhere from 

1 - 4 years to complete, depending on if you enroll in 

a master’s or Ph.D. program. Enrolling in a Canadian 

graduate studies program is a smart investment that 

will provide an extra edge and competitiveness in the 

global market. 

The best part? The cost of studying in Canada for a 

master’s or Ph.D. program is very low cost and highly 

recognized around the globe. Making Canada an 

appealing country for international students looking 

to access higher education. 

16
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Average Cost of Studying in Canada by Tuition Fees and Field of Study in Postgraduate Studies

It is important to note that most master’s programs in Canada are 12 months in length. The table below highlights the 

total average cost of an entire 12-month program. For international student Ph.D. enrollments, the figures below must be 

multiplied by four to get the average total cost of a Ph.D. program. 

For more accurate fees on undergraduate and postgraduate studies, we recommend using EduCanada to help with finding 

actual costs if you know which educational institution and program you already wish to attend. 
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There are two programs available to apply for your Canadian 

student visa. Both programs have different conditions and 

processing times. However, certain conditions apply to both 

programs for everyone to comply with. 

Sounds confusing? Don’t worry; we got you covered! You can 

read our simplified summaries of the programs below.

SECTION 4

How To Apply 
For Your Canada 
Student Visa
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The Student Direct Stream

Ready to apply for your Canada student visa? Have 

you heard about the Student Direct Stream (SDS) 

program? SDS is Canada’s fast-track access to 

your studies! For example, suppose your application 

meets the requirements, and you do not have any 

inadmissibility concerns. In that case, the process is 

completed within 20 days in most cases. 

Requirements For the 

Study Direct Stream Program 

The SDS program is only applicable for those seeking 

post-secondary studies in Canada. The following 

requirements must be met to qualify for a Canada 

student visa under the SDS program. This means 

that not meeting one or more of the requirements will 

render the applicant ineligible for the SDS program.

19
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Designated Learning Institution (DLI):  You must 

be accepted into a post-secondary program. 

A DLI is a learning institution registered and 

allowed by the Canadian government to receive 

international students. It grants the student access 

to postgraduate immigration programs. 

Tuition: To be accepted, you must have paid at least 

one year of tuition to the DLI. Students can choose 

to pay the entire tuition fees if they want, but it is 

not necessary to qualify for the SDS program.

Medical Examination: Students must complete an 

upfront medical examination. This means that the 

medical examination must be completed before 

sending the application for a Canadian student 

visa. 

Section 4: How to Apply For Your Canada Student Visa

20



www.northernroadcanada.com

Guaranteed Investment Certificate (GIC): Applicants 

must purchase a GIC of at least CAD $10,000.00 

from a participating Canadian bank. This certificate 

alleviates the need to show extensive proof of 

finance to study in Canada as part of your Canada 

student visa application. What is a GIC? It is a 

financial product that is secured and guaranteed by 

the bank and by the government of Canada. Most 

banks offer this product online, and money can be 

electronically transferred to the financial institution.

Language Tests Results: students must provide 

proof of language tests in either French or English 

to be eligible for the SDS Canada student visa.

• If you choose to study in English, your 
IELTS test results must show a score of at 
least 6.0 in each language skill: listening, 
reading, writing, and speaking. 

• For French, your TEF results must be 
equivalent to a Canadian Language 
Benchmark score of at least 7 for each 
band. More precisely, you must have a 
score of at least 310 for speaking, 249 
for listening, 207 for reading, and 310 for 
writing.

Section 4: How to Apply For Your Canada Student VisaSection 4: How to Apply For Your Canada Student Visa
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The Regular 
Stream
The regular stream for a Canadian student visa 

has similar requirements to the SDS program, but 

few differences exist. This category applies to both 

primary/secondary students and post-secondary 

students who do not qualify for SDS. 

The most significant difference between the two is 

that the processing time. A Canadian student visa 

under the regular stream will exceed 20 days. The 

time to receive information on your results will vary 

depending on the volume of applications received by 

the visa office at the time of your application.

22
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Requirements For the Regular Stream 

Designated Learning Institution (DLI):  This requirement is the same as the SDS stream. You must be accepted in a program 

of study regardless of the level you are applying for. In Canada, all primary and secondary schools are automatically 

considered DLI by default.

Tuition: To be accepted for a Canadian student visa, you do not have to pay the first year of tuition to the DLI, unlike the 

SDS program. However, students are encouraged to do so to help establish their proof of finance to study in Canada. 

Medical Examination: Students do not have to complete an upfront medical examination. During your Canada student 

visa processing, you will be asked to complete the medical assessment by a visa officer if you are found eligible. However, 

students can still complete the medical examination before sending a Canada student visa application to help accelerate 

the process.
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Proof of finance to study in Canada

Applicants must prove that they have sufficient funds to pay for the tuition fees and support themselves during their stay in 

Canada. Therefore, you will have to provide more extensive proof of finance to demonstrate that you can study in Canada. 

Here are some examples of the type of proof you may choose to submit:

1. Business Documents

2. Tax declaration

3. Bank statements

4. Employment contracts

Language Tests Results

Language test results are not mandatory for this stream. Students are still encouraged to complete a language test 

beforehand since most institutions will require one to be accepted in the program or used to assess whether the student 

will require language training once in Canada. As well, the language test results can still be included to substantiate the 

Canada student visa application.

24

Section 4: How to Apply For Your Canada Student Visa



www.northernroadcanada.com

Other 
Requirements
 
For your application for a Canadian student visa to be 

complete, you will be required to submit a few more 

very important documents. 

These requirements apply to both the SDS and 

regular streams. 

25

Section 4: How to Apply For Your Canada Student Visa



www.northernroadcanada.com

Valid Passport
Without a passport, you will not be able to secure a 
Canadian student visa. We highly recommend that 
your passport be valid for at least the duration of your 
studies in Canada. Why? Because if your passport 
does not cover the length of studies, your Canadian 
student visa will be only be issued to the validity of 
your passport. Should your passport not cover the 
length of your studies, you will need to apply for a new 
passport while you’re in Canada but also for a new 
Canadian student visa.

Police Certificate
If you are over 18 years of age, you will have to provide 

a police certificate for every country you have lived in 

for more than 6 months. The police certificate is meant 

to satisfy visa officers that you are not inadmissible to 

Canada due to a criminal record. For example, in Vietnam, 

you must provide Judicial Certificate #2 or Criminal Record 

Certificate #2 (Phieu Ly Lich Tu Phap So 2). You can find 

more information on obtaining a police certificate for other 

countries on the IRCC website.

Biometrics Enrollment
After your application for a Canadian student visa is 

received at the processing office, you will receive a 

‘Biometrics Instruction Letter. You will then need to 

make an appointment at the nearest Visa Application 

Center to complete the collection of your biometrics. 

There are two locations in Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh 

City and Hanoi. Once your biometrics collection is 

complete, the results will be sent electronically to 

the processing office. The results of your biometrics 

enrollment are valid for 10 years. They can be reused 

for other types of visa applications or in case of a 

subsequent Canadian student visa following a refusal. 

26
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Cost Associated 
with a Canadian 
Student Visa
Here is the list of the fees you can expect to pay for 

your application. 

1. CAD $150.00 per person for each 

Canadian student visa.

2. CAD $85.00 for the biometrics enrollment 

per person.

As mentioned above, your biometrics results are 

valid for 10 years. Therefore, you can expect not to 

have to pay this fee if you apply for a new visa within 

that period.

27
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As part of your planning process to study in Canada, it is also 

a great idea to learn about the different living arrangements 

available for international students. Throughout Canada, 

housing will have a significant difference in prices based on 

your chosen city. 

To minimize your expenses, we’ve compiled three options 

that international students tend to choose from for living 

arrangements while studying. Depending on your lifestyle 

and what you’re looking to get out of your study abroad 

program, all three options are equally great!

SECTION 5

Accommodations 
When Studying in 
Canada

28
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Rent
Privately renting an apartment or complex is an option 

available for international students; however, the rent can 

be pretty high, primarily in major cities. 

International students on their study abroad program 

usually tend to share accommodations with other 

students to reduce the overall housing costs. A whole 

house is generally too expensive for one person. Still, it is 

quite common for 3 or 4 students to share a house rental - 

making it much more affordable. These homes are usually 

anywhere from 165-200 square meters, which includes a 

full kitchen, two or three bathrooms, private bedrooms and 

often come with a fenced-in backyard. 

Some colleges or universities might offer off-campus 

options, which provide much more affordable pricing 

than private landlords. These college and university 

rental locations are typically only a ten to fifteen-minute 

walk away from the institution and will have all amenities 

international students need during their study abroad 

program. However, these locations are pretty competitive 

and require planning long-term in advance. Therefore, it’s 

best to ask your college or university before you depart 

so they can help find a place and roommates before your 

arrival if you wish to go with this option.

29
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School 
Dormitories
School dormitories are great options for students 

looking to make friends and settle in to a new life during 

their study abroad program in Canada. Dormitories are 

owned and managed by the educational institution 

and often come with basic furnishings such as a small 

kitchen and bathroom to be shared with other students. 

Some rooms might be shared with other students but 

are always separated by gender.

Choosing to reside in a dormitory is a quick way to make 

friends with other international students that have 

lived in Canada before your arrival. School dormitories 

are also ideal if you plan to be involved with activities 

happening around campus, such as sports teams and 

other recreational activities. 

30
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Other Expenses

Another expense to consider during your studies in Canada is the cost of food. Each province has minor cost differences, 

but it is good to estimate anywhere from CAD $250.00 - $400.00 a month if purchasing groceries to eat at home. The cost 

of a basic meal at a non-expensive restaurant ranges anywhere from CAD $15.00 - $20.00. To enjoy outings with friends, 

we suggest you set a monthly budget for eating at restaurants. The cost of eating out can quickly add up if you don’t plan 

for them beforehand.

As an international student studying in Canada, cities provide student rates for transportation and cell phone plans. 

Depending on the city of residence, monthly public transport ranges from CAD $75.00 - $110.00 a month with a city 

transportation pass. Cell phone student plans start at CAD $75.00 a month and go higher depending on the additional 

add-on features you wish to include within your yearly cell phone subscriptions.

To have a clear understanding of the total costs of living in Canada, we highly recommend that you calculate all the non-

tuition and tuition expenses together to best prepare beforehand for your new life in Canada.
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Once you have secured your student visa, it’s time to prepare 

for your life in Canada. To make the most out of your study 

abroad experience, we’ve compiled useful information to 

help you prepare for your life in Canada. 

SECTION 6

Preparing to Study 
in Canada 
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Apply for Scholarships to Study in 
Canada

The good news for Vietnamese international students is that there are many scholarship options available! Scholarships 

to study in Canada come in different forms, and it’s essential to know all your options.

Tip: Many international students who study in Canada are not aware that there are a total of 11 types of scholarships 

available! Applying for these scholarships to study in Canada is definitely worth the effort, considering many students are 

unaware of all the available options.

The way scholarships to study in Canada are awarded can be a bit confusing. Therefore, to make sense of all the financial 

support options available, we recommend the Canadian company ApplyBoard to support you in finding your dream 

educational program and find the right scholarships to study in Canada. 
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Purchase University Coursebooks 
Second-Hand
Depending on your chosen program, the cost of course books can go upwards of CAD $1,000 per semester. With all the 

excitement of preparing to move abroad, arriving, and getting used to your new environment, university coursebooks are 

often overlooked as an expense. They can quickly increase your overall costs without proper planning.

Luckily, there is no need to purchase all our coursebooks brand new. Many international students will be finishing up their 

studies in Canada when they are just arriving. As a result, coursebooks for incoming students are often sold for over half 

the price of purchasing a brand new coursebook. 

Those CAD $1,000.00 brand new coursebooks can now easily be obtained for CAD $350.00. Often the city you choose to 

study in will have Facebook groups that sell second-hand books. Going this route will significantly reduce your overall 

costs and is highly recommended to save some extra money.

Alternatively, if you wish not to have your own coursebooks, most universities in Canada offer rental options to students. 

Although rental books might not be in mint condition, going this route can save you thousands of dollars over the years 

during your studies in Canada.

Lastly, suppose you don’t mind not having a hard copy coursebook in hand. In that case, all universities in Canada will offer 

digital copies, which sometimes will have little to no cost.

34
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Apply for a Job

While you are studying in Canada, the Canadian 

government permits students to work while they study. 

While holding a valid student visa, students can work 

off-campus upwards to 20 hours a week during school 

terms and full-time during scheduled school breaks. 

If students choose to work on-campus, they have no 

time limit for the number of hours that can be worked.

Depending on the province of residence, the hourly 

minimum wage starts at CAD $11.75 - $15.20. As a 

result, most students opt into working part-time, as it’s 

an effective way to reduce the cost of living.

Not only is this a great option, but it also provides 

students the chance to enter the Canadian labor 

market early on and gain invaluable work experience. 
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Take Advantage of All the Great 
Student Discounts
Financially speaking, there is an abundance of perks of being a student studying in Canada! 

Discounts are so great that we often wish to be students again to take advantage of these discounts.

Student Price Card
When purchasing a measly CAD $10.00 Student Price Card, also known as SPC Card, students will have access to 

discounts and deals on fashion, food, shoes, accessories, travel, and more. The SPC card provides students upwards 

of 30% off on over 450 brands across Canada! 

Some of your favorite brands like:

• Apple

• H&M

• Samsung

• Adidas

• Burger King

• Pizza Hut

• Booking.com

And much more! Once you receive your student card, you can purchase an SPC Card online to access all these great 

deals. Alternatively, most universities in Canada will also sell them on campus. 
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Cell Phone Plans

To stay in touch with your loved ones, it’s essential to stay connected! Canada offers many international student cell 

phone plans that significantly reduce your overall living costs.

You can choose to opt for a yearly plan or pay as you go. Many phone companies operating in Canada allow maximum 

flexibility and price competitiveness. If you select a locked-in annual plan, you may qualify to have a brand new phone 

given to you. Your monthly plan will cost more than other pay-as-you-go services, but you do not have to pay for the new 

device upfront. If you wish to use the other non-locked-in services, you can use your own device, input the new SIM card 

directly, and connect right away. 

For cost-saving purposes, we recommend using smaller cell phone companies like Koodo and Virgin. However, if you 

require a more extensive cell phone plan and don’t mind the higher fees, we suggest Bell or Telus. 

Be sure to mention you are a student studying in Canada! Otherwise, you might just miss out on the available student 

plans. 
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Apply for an International Student Bank 
Account and Credit Card

Saving on international money transfers as an international student should be one of your top priorities! Exchanging 

money between you and your family here in Vietnam can become expensive without the right financial partner. 

Our personal recommendation for Vietnamese students studying in Canada is to open up an account with Scotiabank. 

Their unlimited no-fee international money transfers are ideal for both parents and students when embarking on a journey 

to study in Canada. We, as Canadians living here in Vietnam, also choose to use Scotiabank for this exact reason.

Additionally, Canada offers student credit cards. While they help save money, it is also important to remember that owning 

a credit card requires being responsible.

In Canada, any purchases made on a credit card throughout the month must be paid back within 30 days if you do not 

want to incur interest charges. If you decide to pay the minimum balance, you will be charged interest that is, on average, 

around 20%.

Section 6: Preparing to Study in Canada 
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Moving to a new country is no easy task. It can be intimidating 

when you do not know much about how life is in your newly 

chosen country. During the first few months of your studies 

in Canada, you will get to know many people, experience 

the culture, live in Canada’s different climates, and so much 

more. This is an exciting time for you!

As Canadians living in Vietnam, we understand the importance 

of settling in the new country. Therefore, to prepare you, 

we’ve created our own checklist to help you settle nicely for 

your studies in Canada. Take a look below!

SECTION 7

What to do when 
you first arrive in 
Canada?
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Get your IDs

Student ID

Start by getting your student ID from your college or university. It will be helpful to you to obtain student discounts on 

transportation, food, venues and help save you money as an international student. For more information on how to get 

your student ID, contact your school’s registrar.

Health Card

You may be eligible for health coverage in the province in which you will study in Canada. First, check with the province or 

your school to see if you qualify. If you do, make an appointment to get your Health Card. You can use the card as a form 

of identification within Canada. 

Social Insurance Number

Suppose you intend to work during your studies in Canada. In that case, you must apply and obtain a Social Insurance 

Number, commonly known in Canada as SIN. After you apply, you will receive the SIN card by mail. 
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Get your Public 
Transportation 
Pass

When you arrive to study in Canada, it is a good idea 

to get a monthly pass for public transportation in your 

new city. Also, make sure to show your student ID to 

get considerable discounts. 

If you plan to live in cities like Montréal, Toronto, or 

Vancouver, you will love the underground train systems. 

It is easy, safe, and fast and can get all over the city in 

no time. Other smaller cities have comprehensive bus 

systems that you can take to get you from point A to 

point B. 

Both are great ways to start discovering your 

surroundings and the rest of the city! 
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Connect with your 
Surroundings
Start with your campus and your neighborhood. 

Canadian cities have many dynamic communities 

where there is plenty to discover. Go out and find a 

coffee shop you envision yourself studying at during 

your studies. Look up the different international 

foods available to you, and get oriented in your new 

environment. 

If you reside in the larger cities, you’ll love all there is 

to discover. Each city is truly unique and offers many 

great attractions. Once you are comfortable in your 

new town, try to venture further and discover other 

areas. There is so much to discover in Canada; make 

the most of it! 
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Connect with People

Canadians are notorious worldwide for being friendly and polite. You’ll find them engaging and willing to meet new friends. 

On-campus, there will likely be other international students, such as yourself, who came to study in Canada and are eager 

to meet people for the same reasons. It is also a great way to meet and share with people from different cultures. 

You can start with your school; you may find that there are groups to help connect people. But, first, find the right circle 

that fits you. Then, don’t be afraid to venture out and connect with Canadians, taste our food, and enjoy the Canadian folk 

and culture. 
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Once you have completed your studies in Canada, a few 

immigration programs are available and attractive for 

international students to stay in Canada. Here are 3 high-

value programs.

SECTION 8

What Comes After 
Graduation?
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Post Graduation 
Work Permit 
Suppose you have studied at a Designated Learning 

Institution (DLI). In that case, you are therefore eligible 

to apply for a post-graduation work permit, more 

commonly known as a PGWP. The PGWP is issued to 

students who have graduated from a post-secondary 

institution only. 

To qualify, your program of studies had to be of at least 

8 months. The PGWP validity is based on the length of 

the program of studies taken while in Canada. PGWP 

can be valid for up to 3 years! Let’s look at some 

examples.

• If your program was for 8 months, your PGWP 

would be valid for 8 months.

• If your program was for 1 year, the PGWP 

would be valid for 1 year.

• If your program was for 2 or 3 years, your 

PGWP would most likely be valid for 3 years. 

Students who come to Canada to study English or 

French as a second language are not eligible for the 

PGWP.  
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Permanent Residence
After you graduate and start working, you may be eligible 

to apply for permanent residence with the Canadian 

Experience Class (CEC) program. The program allows 

graduating international students to apply for a visa to 

stay in Canada permanently. But, first, let’s take a quick 

overview of the program.

To qualify under the CEC program, one of the first conditions 

to meet is work experience. To qualify, you must have held 

full-time skilled employment of at least 12 months, or a 

combination of part-time employment of a maximum of 24 

months, in the 3 years before the date of application. 

So this means that students who obtain a PGWP and work 

in Canada may be eligible to apply for permanent residence 

after 1 year on the Canadian labor market.

What is skilled employment?

Canada has categorized employment in different skill 

sets. For instance, there are many levels of skilled jobs. 

The National Occupation Classification (NOC) list divides 

into 3 categories the type of employment that can qualify 

you for permanent residence

Skill type 0 = Management jobs

Skill type A = Professional jobs with university/college
degrees

Skill type B = Technical jobs, skilled trades

So when you are about to find a job after graduation, make 

sure to check if that job can qualify you for a permanent 

residence visa. 
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Canadian Citizenship

Ultimately the most prestigious immigration status in Canada. Permanent residents living in Canada are eligible to apply 

for Canadian citizenship. In addition, a Canadian passport allows you to travel visa-free to more than 180 countries around 

the world. 

To qualify for citizenship, the applicant must: 

• Be a permanent resident;

• Have lived in Canada for at least 3 out of the last 5 years (1,095 days) preceding the application;

• Have filed taxes during the period of their residence in Canada;

• Take and pass a Canadian citizenship test;

• Be able to speak English or French. 
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SECTION 9

FAQs
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Can I apply to study in Canada before I get
accepted into a program?

No. You must obtain a ‘Letter Of Acceptance’ (LOA) 

before you apply to study in Canada. Without an LOA, 

your application for a student permit will likely be 

refused. 

How much does it cost to study in Canada?

Tuition fees will vary depending on the length of the 

program, the level of studies, and the school and 

province you choose. Tuition fees to study abroad 

in Canada are considerably cheaper than in other 

countries. 

What is a Designated Learning Institution 

(DLI)?

Designated Learning Institutions are schools that are 

designated by the Government of Canada. If you decide 

to study in Canada, choosing a DLI will be eligible for 

the Post Graduation Work Permit after your studies.
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Can I work while I study in Canada?

As an international student, you can work on-campus 

without restrictions. However, if you choose to work 

off-campus, you can do so for a maximum of 20 hours 

per week during school sessions and full-time during 

recess periods. 

How long can the Post Graduation Work

Permit be valid for after I study in Canada?

PGWP can be valid for a minimum of 8 months and up 

to 3 years. The PGWP is issued based on the length of 

your program of studies. Programs that are 2 years or 

more are eligible for the maximum validity. 
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You have decided to live in another country! That is an 

exciting and important move and one that requires a 

proper preparation. There are many things to consider. 

But to help narrow the list, we have compiled this 

comprehensive guide to help you with everything there 

is to know about studying abroad in Canada.

To start, it’s essential to know what an immigration 

consultant is and how consultants help aspiring 

students like yourself through the Canadian immigration 

process. For starters, choosing to hire an immigration 

consultant to help you with your visa applications 

has many benefits. However, before jumping into the 

benefits of working with an immigration consultant 

or signing on the dotted line, did you verify that your 

consultant is a licensed and reputable Canadian 

immigration consultant?
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The Basics: 
A look At Immigration Consulting

Immigration Consulting: What is it?

In a world of constant movement and countless travels, many dreams of exciting discoveries such as living in a different 

country. As a result, many people choose to use the services of consultants to help them ignite their dreams of immigrating 

to another country. 

But perhaps you wonder what do immigration consultants actually do? Is there a difference between a visa consultant and 

an immigration consultant? 
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Immigration Consulting vs. Visa 
Consultant

Is there a difference? Technically speaking, visa and immigration consultants aim to offer similar or essentially the same 

services; immigration to another country. In other words, they are trained professionals who can help you apply for a visa 

and help you gather the required documents.

But can the visa consultant offer reliable advice that is based on your needs and your dreams? A licensed Canadian 

immigration consultant is someone who has deep knowledge of the immigration programs in Canada and can find the 

right program for you!
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Is there a licensing requirement for 
immigration consulting?

Requirements may vary depending on the country of destination. In Canada, the law requires that any professionals 

providing immigration consulting services be licensed and registered. They are known as ‘Regulated Canadian Immigration 

Consultants,’ commonly known in the industry as RCIC. Effectively, this enables consultants to provide legal and safe 

service to potential immigrants. 

Why safe? Because the regulatory organization that oversees the RCICs has put in place mechanisms to ensure that 

clients are protected and that legal procedures are available in case of disputes. 

Choose your consultant wisely. Not only will you get service from a highly trained professional, but you can also rest 

assured that you are in good hands.

Visit: https://college-ic.ca/
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Reputable Immigration Consulting 
Companies

Don’t get fooled by unfounded guarantees.

Canadian laws prevent any regulated immigration consulting firms from advertising the guarantee of the issuance of a 

visa to retain clients. Someone advertising such a guarantee would be in violation of the Registered Canadian Immigration 

Consultant code of ethics.

A reputable immigration consulting company or consultant will assess a client’s background and provide a realistic 

approach to immigration. They will outline the weaknesses of the case to the client and find an ethical solution to remedy 

those weaknesses. 

For example, think of a client who wishes to immigrate permanently to Canada but does not meet the conditions. The 

consultant can then offer an alternative temporary immigration program that will safely and legally lead the client to 

permanent residence.
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We believe in the power of connecting communities by 

creating people-to-people ties.

We created Northern Road Canada to help people connect 

with Canada and to do amazing things together. We connect 

people with their communities and introduce them to new 

communities to support them to prosper. The lives they 

dream of, the adventures they seek, to reconnect families and 

their loved ones, and foster what it truly means to be a proud 

part of Canadian society.

If you’re looking to discover a new country or making a 

bold leap forward to igniting new opportunities in your life, 

Northern Road is here to help you unlock your unique story 

for life in Canada.

Ready for your adventure in Canada? Let Northern Road 

Canada help you apply for your Canadian study visa. Then, 

take our free self-assessment test today and receive your 

free assessment. 

 

Ignite your dreams. Go further.

SECTION 11

About Northern 
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